Social Studies Course Outline
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Grade 8
Course: Social Studies 8

Place: Room 205
Instructor: Mr Tadic
Email: John.Tadic@ecsd.net
Telephone: 780-433-1062
___________________________

Course Overview: Students will examine issues relating to contact between societies with differing worldviews. You will do this by, exploring worldviews in different times and different places. Examples will be drawn from Japan, Renaissance Europe and Spanish and Aztec societies.

	General Outcome 8.1

Japan
	General Outcome 8.2

Renaissance Europe
	General Outcome 8.3

The Spanish and the Aztec

	Through an examination of Japan, students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the ways in which beliefs, values, and knowledge shape worldviews and contribute to a society’s isolation or adaptation.

· Edo Period 

· Meiji Period 

· Isolation

· Adaptation
	Through an examination of Renaissance Europe, students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how the exchange of ideas and knowledge contributed to shaping the worldview of the Western world.

· Worldview 

· humanist

· Geography
	Through an examination of Spanish and Aztec societies, students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how intercultural contact affects the worldviews of societies.

· Worldview

· Intercultural contact

· Adaptation

· Expansionist

	Local and Current Affairs

	In order to allow opportunities for students to engage in current affairs, issues and concerns of a local nature, current events will be included throughout the year, that have a curriculum link to what we are studying at the time.


Glossary of Terms and Concepts-Grade 8

	Adaptation

Adaptation
	Changing attitudes and behaviours to suit a new situation.

	Contact

Contact
	Connection or interaction, communication, association or relationship.

	Expansionist

Expansionnisme
	Political attitude and actions of a country whose goal is to expand its power and/or its territory, usually by force.

	Humanist

Humaniste
	Pertaining to humanism: a system of thought that centers on humans and their values, capacities and worth; concern with the interests, needs and welfare of humans.

	Imperialism

Imperialisme
	Policy of a country or empire to extend its authority or domination by political, economic or military means; policy of a state/government whose goal is for another state/government to become dependant on it politically or economically.

	Intercultural

Interculturel
	Of, relating to, involving or representing different cultures.

	Isolation

Isolement
	Relating to isolationism: foreign policy whereby a nation resists participating in the affairs of the international community by abstaining from any international, political or economic relationship.

	Renaissance

Renaissance
	The humanistic revival of classical art, architecture, literature and learning that originated in Italy in the 14th century.

	Social structures
Structures sociales
	Organization models within a society that reflects the values and interests of that society’s members.

	Society

Societe
	Group of persons linked by common activities or interests and sharing public space.

	Worldview

Vision du monde
	A collection of beliefs about life and the universe held by an individual or group; the lens through which the world is viewed by an individual or group; the overall perspective from which the world is interpreted.


Required Course Materials:

- 1 binder (2 inch ring)   
 - Blank Paper              - Highlighters       - Dividers                       
- Blue, black, red pens

 - White out           

- Loose leaf paper           
 - Pencils and Erasers         - Ruler
              
- Pencil Crayons (pre-sharpened before arriving to class)     

Work Ethic and Expectations

It is important that students make an effort to:

· Complete all learning tasks

· Hand in assignments on time (there are penalties for late assignments so if a student is absent the day it is due, it is their responsibility to hand it in the day they return)

· Keep binders neat and organized

· Make time to study  for tests and quizzes

· Remain positive when presented with challenges

· Take pride in your work

· Contribute to class discussion in a positive and respectful manner

Required Textbook: 

**Worldviews: Contact and Change, (2007). Pearson Education*8
The textbook will be required every class unless specified by the teacher. 

Course at a Glance:

	Month
	Topic

	September
	Chapter 1 & 2: The Renaissance 



	October
	Chapter 3 & 4: The Renaissance



	November
	Chapter 5 & 6: The Renaissance



	December
	Chapter 7: The Aztecs


	January
	Chapter 8 & 9: The Aztecs



	February
	Chapter 10 & 11: The Aztecs



	March
	Chapter 12 & 13: Edo Japan



	April 
	Chapter 14 & 15: Edo/ Meiji Japan



	May 
	Chapter 16: Meiji Japan



	June
	Review & Final Exam


**It should be noted this is a tentative schedule and is subject to change throughout the year.**
Assessment: 
40% Assignments & Projects

35% Tests & Quizzes



25% Final Exam 

Due to the academic nature of Social Studies the majority of the student’s grade is based on their performance on tests and quizzes. These assessment pieces reflect the objective facility of the course and are designed to lead the student to a successful outcome for the year end Final Exam.  

Assignments and projects are assessed based on their insights; students will be encouraged to go beyond simple common senses or opinion to which they reflect a genuine growth and understanding. 

Additionally, assessment should never be punishment, instead it should be supportive. So I will try to offer as much feedback as possible with suggestions on how to improve assignments. Finally, in cases where a student feels unjustly graded I will always be open for discussion to see if a common ground can be reached, even though very occasionally I reserve the right to stay within my original assessment.

Behavior Expectations and Management:
1) KEEP ABSENTEEISM TO AN ABSOLUTE MINIMUM

· If you must be away, please be certain to catch up on notes and missed assignments. It is your responsibility to check what you have missed while you were away. I am available during most lunch hours and after school for you to come in and get caught up.

2) ARRIVE TO CLASS ON TIME

· Move quickly from one class to the next, if you arrive after the bell, knock once and wait for permission to enter.

· Coming late is disruptive to the flow of the lesson, the teacher, and your classmates and may result in you missing some important information (exam dates, due dates etc.)
3) BRING MATERIALS TO CLASS 

· It is important that you come to class each day prepared with your textbook, pen, pencil, highlighter, student agenda and any other materials requested.

· If you come to class and you realize you are missing a pen, etc. you must see to it that you acquire one before the lesson begins. If you need to sharpen a pencil, do so before the start of class.

4) MEET YOUR ASSIGNMENT DEADLINES– A Zero is NOT an OPTION!
· I will expect you to have your student agenda with you to every class and use it to record all homework assignments. (Homework assignments will be posted on the side homework board)

· When you are away, you are still responsible for the work missed. You are encouraged to exchange phone numbers with a trusted classmate so as to catch up on any missed work, notes, assignments etc.

· If you are having trouble with an assignment and realize as the date approaches that you will not be able to hand in your work, please come and talk with me so that another reasonable arrangement can be made and so that you can get some help with the assignment.

· Every day an assignment is late, you will receive 10% off the assignment.

5) BE AN ACTIVE LISTENER

· Make yourself pay attention. Take notes to help stay focused. Asl questions. Make sure that you understand new material before you leave class. The question that you dare to ask is probably the same question that your classmates are afraid to ask.

· Participate in class discussions.
6) BEHAVE APPROPRIATELY. 
· You are expected to be attentive and well behaved in class.

· Displaying a positive attitude and respectful behavior towards yourself, your classmates and your teacher will enhance your learning and help others to focus on theirs.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
